
Grace United Methodist Church 

March 2021 

Pastor Joyce Proctor: cell phone number 641-680-0962,                                       
parsonage 641-522-7335, or email:  jproctor53@gmail.com  

Church Office 641-522-7754    

  email:  gumcbkln@netins.net.    Website: graceatbrooklyniowa.com 

*Personal contact and direct phone calls are preferred communication, 
as to lessen the possibility of errors or delayed messages. 



Dear Friends~ 

 

In March, we will continue our Lenten journey and Palm/Passion Sunday.  How is Lent going for 
you?  This Lent, I decided to diligently keep on my keto plan from the 50 I lost, to the 27 I gained 
and here I go again!  Like any good habit, I am doing this slower, so when I finally get to my goal, I 
won’t be so overwhelmed!  

 

How is your Bible reading adventure going?  You can read the Bible anyway you feel comfortable 
doing.  I started out with the plan, but am now reading from the beginning. 

Why?  Because when you get through all the wars, Israel not keeping God’s laws, worshiping false 
gods, the Prophets pleading with God to not destroy the people, you get so caught up in it…you 
wonder, who is going to save these people?  And then you turn to Matthew!  The feeling is so    
overwhelming to say…It’s Jesus! 

 

Father Close has told us there will be no Cross Walk this year.  Hopefully, next year we can all walk 
together in Jesus footsteps and have Lenten breakfasts and soup suppers.   

  

We have missed so many friends at worship that we have not seen for months.  If you are staying 
home to be safe, we understand.  If you have been attending another church, we hope you come 
back to us!  It is difficult when we have had to close and open twice now due to Covid-19.  But we 
are here!  We wear our masks.  We social distance.   

We do our best to keep everyone safe.  I continue to tape the worship service on YouTube and send 
the link by e-mail for those that don’t get out.  Our service is also on the Brooklyn cable network 
Thursdays at 1:00.   

 

On Sunday, March 14th, I will give a report about the Ministerial Association Fund for 2020.  We 
will pray for the people that come in for help and also bless the gifts.  Then, during the Offering, we 
can put our gifts into the basket.  Other churches have been sending in their gifts as well.  Since we 
didn’t have any Lenten breakfasts and soup suppers for two years in a row, the fund has been      
getting low, even though we are following each rule.   

 

I will be recording a Lenten devotion Monday thru Friday starting Feb. 22nd. 

It will be sent out via e-mail.  I hope you can join me! 

 

I pray that your hearts will be renewed this Lenten season.  

 

 

In God’s Love       

 

Pastor Joyce      

 



2021 Actual   January   February  March  April   May   June   July  

Income 2021  Amount   Amount  Amount  Amount   Amount   Amount   Amount  

Apportionments  $       278.63        

Legacy Club Interest  $       391.64        

Loose Offering  $       202.00        

Pledges & Gifts  $   6,457.00        

Sunday School        

Use of Church        

Christmas Offering  $       525.00        

Easter Offering        

UMW Gift        

Misc.  $       992.98        

Total  $   8,847.25   $                -     $                -     $                   -     $                -     $                   -     $                -    

        

  January   February  March   April   May   June   July  

Expenses 2021 Amount Amount Amount Amount Amount Amount Amount 

Apportionments        

Conference Expenses        

District Asking        

Lock Box/Checks        

Cleaning Supplies  $         80.22        

Copier Contract  $       168.14        

Postage        

Office Supplies  $         51.34        

Telephone  $         69.92        

Equipment Expense        

Paper Subscription        

Music        

Sunday School        

Worship Service        

Property Insurance  $       473.33        

Custodian Salary  $       400.00        

Pastor Salary  $   3,884.68        

Secretary Salary  $       446.25        

Music Director        

Organist/Pianist        

Pastor's Health Insur-  $   1,451.00        

Pastor's Pension  $   1,068.38        

Workers' Compensation       

Pastor's Continuing Education       

Pastor Mileage        

Electricity/Heating  $       563.00        

Water & Sewer  $         50.90        

Misc. & Outreach        

Federal Tax        

Medicare Tax  $         69.38        

Social Security Tax  $       296.67        

State Tax  $            9.00        

Misc.  $         64.20        

Total  $   9,146.41   $                -    $0.00  $                   -     $                -     $                   -     $                -    

Gain/Lose         (299.16)                     -                        -                          -                        -                          -                        -    



Minutes for February 14th, 2021 

The meeting was called to order by Jodi James. Present were Shawn, Jeanne Clayton, Becky     

Johnson, Pastor Joyce, Becky Edelen, Carolyn and Jodi. Pastor Joyce opened with a prayer. 

Minutes were read by all. Shawn motioned to approve the minutes, 2nd by Jeanne, motion approved. 

Financial secretary’s report & Treasurer’s Report were looked over by all, motion to approve 

both these reports was made by Shawn, 2nd by Becky E., motion approved.  

Trustees Investment Report was looked over by all. 

Pastor’s Report Pastor Joyce would like to thank Becky J, Franci and Jodi for their work on the 

statistical report, it is done and sent in before due. She watched the Bishop’s video on 1/23. She was 

able to visit Karen Willett before she passed and was able to visit with Harold Hiner as well at the 

nursing home. On 2/7, there was no church due to weather, so she recorded service and emailed out 

the link. Manatts is handing out food boxes and Pastor was able to reserve 2 food boxes for others in 

need. She will pick them up and deliver them on Thursday. Karen Willett’s funeral is 2/10 for    

family only.   

Trustees One of the new boilers was installed, the old one had 2 large cracks in it.  They received 2 
bids for the boilers and Ternus came in considerably cheaper, so that is where they were purchased 
and who is installing them. The company that was doing the snow removal has decided they do not 
want to do the removal for the church anymore, so Les Taylor and his 2 sons are now hired to       
remove the snow at the church. Carolyn mentioned a “glacier” on the South side of the church 
where a huge area of water is frozen. Shawn will look after the meeting. Manatts continues to do the 
parking lot and front parking spaces and we are very thankful for that!  Trustees committee is     
hoping to meet this Sunday.  

SPRC    has not met 

Worship Committee   has not met 

BMW plans to meet in March. Jean is working on getting the book info to Jodi 

Missions They met on Feb 2nd and have not received figures from the food boxes. They are going to 
ask for $10 through the month of February for blankets. There is a heavy weight and light weight 
blanket available, both are $10. More info will be in the bulletins.  

Old Business  

 Pastor Joyce will try to go through the old checkbook registers for past apportionments that 
may be “lost”.   

Jeanne handed in her WIG form, A new form was handed out to other members, A reminder 
for everyone else to PLEASE fill out their WIG forms and bring them to the next council meeting.  

 There will be no Lent breakfasts or suppers due to COVID19 at GUMC. Other churches may 
or may not have them. These meals are what help fund the ministerial association; A special offering 
was taken by some churches for this cause. It was decided that all during Lent, Pastor Joyce will 
make a special announcement on Sundays regarding donations for the association. GUMC is having 
an Ash Wednesday service, she will do the ashes in a safe and distanced way. It will be at 6:30pm, 
Wed 2/17. She will also do special Lenten devotions during the week and put them on the church 
Facebook as well as her own. She will ask Pastor Ben about doing a good Friday service. Father 

Close is in line to do the crosswalk, Joyce will contact the Catholic Church to see if they are      
planning that.  



Becky J., mentioned the checkbook register has not matched with the bank statements since 
before she became treasurer. Jodi will talk to Kevin and see if he can get with Becky to get this 
resolved.   

   

New Business A member of the congregation has asked why the church has been closed, so 

Pastor Joyce would like some judgement on when to close due to weather. In the past,      
members of the trustees would discuss the roads and let the pastor know and then the         
decision was up to the pastor. Joyce feels like it is going to be cold all month and doesn’t want 
to keep closing the church. Shawn pulled up the weather and it will be -13 Saturday night and 
the high for Sunday is -6 with a feel like temp of -26. He doesn’t think people will attempt to 
venture out. It was mentioned that the “older” members haven’t been coming since opening 
back up from COVID though there are some who go elsewhere if we are closed. Shawn was 
concerned about getting into the church. Ice melt works above 0 degrees only. So, the sidewalk 
and ramp could be slick, but  until it is above 0 degrees, there is no sense wasting ice melt and 
he doesn’t want someone to slip and fall. Last week, members were here to go to church that 
did not receive the email that we were closed.  So, it needs to be sent out other ways in         
addition to email. Shawn made a motion that if it is -5 or below, then he recommends           
cancelling church, but the decision should be made on Saturday. More discussion was had that 
Joyce could be here, and it could be this cold all month, after being closed the last two weeks, 
she really doesn’t want to close again. Again, it was mentioned that Joyce should make the    
decision and the decision to close church should not be made before Saturday. If she would 
like some input on what to do, contacting a few others is recommended to get their thoughts. 
Members from different areas of Brooklyn would be best so Jodi will ask Marna & Kyle     
Montgomery and Nancy Ollinger if they would mind sharing their thoughts on days Joyce 
would like input along with Shawn’s, the decision would still be Joyce’s. Becky Johnson Made 
the motion the Pastor Joyce will have the final decision and if she has questions, she can call 
the above mentioned if they agree. IF the decision is made to cancel church, it would need to 
be made by 12:00 on Saturday if possible.  To cancel, she will send out an email to GUMC 
members and also put it on the church’s Facebook, the church’s website, and also her personal 
Facebook. Jodi will send an email out to GUMC members letting them know where to look for 
church cancellations. Shawn 2nd the motion and the motion passed.  
 

Joys and Concerns  

Joys  

Pastor Joyce was blessed to visit with Harold at the nursing home, it was nice to see him.  

  Pastor Joyce ended the meeting with a prayer. A motion to adjourn was made by Shawn, 2nd 
by Becky E and the meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully Submitted:                                           

Jodi James,  

GUMC Secretary 



Happy         
Anniversary                 

Wally & Marian   
Rhinehart  3/7 

 

Dennis & Linda    
McCulla  3/17 

 

Robert & Krystal 
Johnson 3/20 

** I apologize if we have missed someone,               

Please contact the office so we can add you to our list.  

Dorothy McConnell   3/16 

Gabrielle Fye        3/18 

Jillayna Sage        3/25 

Spencer Gritsch        3/26 

Cade Flathers        3/29 

Ashley Lint        3/30 

 

Irene McCulla     3/2 

Jody Davidson     3/10 

Stacie Fiebelkorn  3/11 

Pat Taylor      3/12 

Dave Schwiebert    3/12 

Joy Cummings     3/13 

Jason Douglas     3/14 

        Easter Lily      Hyacinth            Daffodils                 Tulips  
 

From Montezuma Floral 641-623-2984 

We are taking orders for Easter Flowers. If you would like to 

order flowers for our  “Easter Memorial Garden,”  please let 

Jodi in the office know what you would like and who you’d 

like it ”In memory of” for the bulletin. There is a sign up sheet 

in the church or you may mail, call or email in your  order, 

all flowers are $11.00 each. All orders must be turned in or  

before March 14th, and the flowers can be taken home from 

the Church on Easter Sunday, April 4th.                                                                   

We are offering 4 types of flowers: 



*Because our attendance numbers have been 

down due to COVID, we really need some more 

volunteers. We need more scripture readers and 

it’s quite easy. I will send you an email the      

Tuesday before, of the scripture and prayer for 

you to read over and will have a copy waiting for 

you on the podium that Sunday. Each month in 

the newsletter, I list the readers for the month, so 

you have plenty of notice and let me know if you 

need a different day. If we had at least 2 more people, it would only be once   

every 3 months!                                                                                                                     

  We also  need communion stewards for the first Sunday of each month.  

**We need some youth volunteers! Zanielle Johnson has been doing an AWESOME  

job running the video camera during worship services and it would be MUCH    

easier if she had another  person to help/train. She will be graduating next year 

and we need to find someone to take her spot! So please volunteer NOW to help 

her out , then you can learn how to run it for  when she is gone.     

 (It is great volunteer hours for scholarship awards) PLEASE call or email 

the church if you or your student would  be interested in volunteering ..  

**One last request that is “as needed”. If it snows “lightly” before Sunday morning, it 

would be great if we had someone to count on to come clear the sidewalks, ramp 

and steps to get into the church. We have someone hired for heavy snows, but it’s 

a full snow  removal fee each time. So If someone would just clear the light snow 

before Worship Services, we could save that fee. The parking lot is done by       

Mannatts, but just a quick scoop to get to the church would be helpful.  

Your willingness to serve as a volunteer is gratefully appreciated.                                                                

Our church address list has been updated, but there are some members we have 
no current addresses for. Can you help?? If you have an address for the following 

people, would you please let Jodi in the office know so she can add them to our 
address records.  

Josh Barnell 

Trudy Foubert 

Lisa Hollopeter 

Nikki (Plants) Hidelbaugh 

Curtis Jensen 

James Klein 

Sierra Maschman 

Amanda Papesh 

Trever Perez 

Robert & Juanita Pursley 

Jessi Pursley-Anderson 

Phyliss Schendel 

Dawnette Taylor 



March Schedules 

March Scripture 

Readers 

Volunteers Needed 

The volunteers that make up 
the list for greeters, ushers, 

scripture readers, communion 
stewards, need your help.  

Please let us know to add your 

name or remove your name 
from any of these volunteer 

positions. Your willingness to 
serve as a volunteer is   

gratefully appreciated.       

Call 641-522-7754 or email 
the church office.      

gumcbkln@netins.net   

March 7th– Jodi Fye 

March 14th– Tammy Jones 

March 21st– Jean Oswood 

March 28th– Jerry Slaymaker 

March 7th–– Mary Sherwood 

March 14th– Stacie Fiebelkorn 

March 21st– Nancy Ollinger 

March 28th– Mary Sherwood 

March Power Point 

**We will not be needing greeters or ushers for March             
 **There will be no Fellowship Treats until further notice 

March Communion Stewards: Jeanne Clayton & Joy Cummings 

**We are back to in person worship        

services, Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Please wear 

a mask and social distance between families.  

   *March 14th-  Special Ministerial Association Giving Sunday; 

   Daylight Savings Time 

  *March 17th -Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

  *March 28th-Passover, Palm Sunday 



 
 

 

Sun 

 

 

Mon 

 

 

Tue 

 

 

Wed 

 

 

Thu 

 

 

Fri 

 

 

Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 

Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 

Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. 

*Daylight    
Savings time 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 

Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 

Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Passover 

Palm Sunday 

29 30 31    

9:00 A.M. Worship Service 

Prayer Group 

9:00 a.m. 

Prayer Group 

9:00 a.m. 

Prayer Group 

9:00 a.m. 

Prayer Group 

9:00 a.m. 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

Office Closed 

Prayer Group 

9:00 a.m. 

Office Closed 

Council     
Meeting  

7:00 p.m. 



Grace United Methodist Church 

603 Clay Street 

P.O. Box 27 

Brooklyn, IA  52211 

Please add these people to your Prayers: 

 Anna Grace Dayton, Gene Morgan, Harold 
Hiner, Jerry Dale and Joyce Harrison.  


